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In this paper, we discuss how to understand and integrate the diverse ethical perspectives which emerge in
the design, deployment, and application of AI systems. Drawing on qualitative content analysis of comments
written on /r/Ethics, /r/Technology and /r/Futurology subreddits (n=145), written between July 2023 and June
2025, we identified three main folk theories regarding the ethical future of Artificial Intelligence: the first
theory is that AI corporations manipulate emotions through computational performance, the second theory
questions the moral limits of AI systems as well as their sentience, and the third theory highlights the tensions
between ethical autonomy and technological advancements and stipulates that enhanced machine agency
should take into account the respect of ethical benchmarks. All of these folk theories enact users with the
necessary expertise to impose certain forms of human agency in relation to AI.
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